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COURSE OBJECTIVE
The main pedagogical agenda for the third year architectural design education is to expand upon the design
methodologies developed in the second year, where students are expected to acquire an understanding of the
interwoven relationship between human scale, human experience, space, structure, materiality and tectonics.
The third year extends the subject matter to include the fundamental parameters of urban context that
embraces historical, social and cultural conditions, environmental factors and program, which are considered
foundational to the discipline of architecture.
The first semester of the third year architectural design studio (Arch 301) covers design problems in urban scale
by accounting on the environmental, cultural, social and historical conditions. The studio aims at developing an
urban-based architectural understanding so that it urges you to consider the total environment of architecture
that is not restricted to the shaping of form, but dwells on multi-layered complex relations, operating at
multiple scales in an urban context. The social, cultural and economic issues (e.g.: user profile, land-use
patterns, and etc.) and the physical and spatial qualities of existing urban environments (e.g.: topography,
orientation, landscape, and etc.) are not only the effects that are the result of architecture, but also form the
context within which architecture is at play.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon successful completion of this course, a student will be able to
1. solve multi-dimensional design problems considering urban context, urban typologies and multi-functional
needs of the environment and the users
2. define methodological approaches for form generation processes and the expression of architectural forms
3. define a collaborative design process and be able to take part in a group
4. analyze the architectural characteristics of an urban environment in reference to its social, historic and
physical context
EVALUATION
Students will be evaluated on the basis of the quality and process of the work, the completion of assignments,
and contribution to the studio environment. It is reminded that proper, elaborate and regularly updated
documentation of the studio work on the weblog is an important part of the evaluation.
Assignments: 10%
1st Jury: 10%
2nd Jury: 10%
3rd Jury: 15%
Final Jury: 45%
Weblog, Class Contribution and attendance: 10%
Late submission:
Late work will not be accepted unless it qualifies as excused. All assignments are due at the date and time
indicated. Late assignments if otherwise accepted will be downgraded. Incomplete work is generally
discouraged. Severe incompleteness will be evaluated based upon the degree of incompleteness. All
assignments are due in completed form.

GRADING SYSTEM
For each course taken, the student is given one of the following grades by the course instructor. The letter
grades, coefficients and percentage equivalents are given below.

AA
BA
BB
CB
CC
DC
DD
F
FX

4.0 / 100-90
3.5 / 89-85
3.0 / 84-80
2.5 / 79-75
2.0 / 74-70 average
1.5 / 69-60
1.0 / 59-50 unsatisfactory
0.0 / 49-0 fails to follow requirements of the assignment
0

LANGUAGE
The studio discussions and all of your presentations will be in English. Developing your verbal language skills
will be very important in acquiring design terminology as well as daily communication in the studio.
STUDIO RULES
Students are strongly encouraged to work in the studio during and outside of class time and to take advantage
of the shared learning environment to discuss their work with their peers, but each student is expected to
respect for each other and for the work environment at all times. Students will remain in the same studio
section, at the same desk, for the whole academic year. Since design studio constitutes the backbone of your
architectural education, all students are required to attend every studio session and activities and expected to
actively participate in all discussions and pin-ups. Assignments must be submitted and presentations should be
performed on the time. As future architects you are responsible from the proper use and maintenance of
studio space. It is important to keep studio space neat, clean and organized for achieving a better studying
environment. Clean the space around you and your tables regularly. Any cutting activity directly on your tables
or any surface (walls, floors etc.) at the studio without using proper cutting mats or cutting glass and using
permanent color in the studio space are strictly forbidden. Defacing any school property within the studio
space will not be tolerated.
ATTENDANCE
Attendance is mandatory at all scheduled classes. Studio is held Tuesday and Friday beginning at 9:00 AM and
ending at 15.00 PM. Any student arriving after 9:15 AM will be considered late and arrivals after 10:00 AM will
be considered as absent. The only excused absences are those for reasons of documented health or crisis
issues, and you must alert your critic or the studio coordinator. Unexcused absences, late arrivals, or early
departures from class will reduce your course grade. You may not leave class early or after a desk critique. Use
your studio time creatively and productively so that you are not simply waiting for your critic.
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TIME TABLE
PHASE 1 - ARCHITECTURAL FIRM (WEEK 1) - September 27-30
Assignment 1: Establish an architectural firm / name the firm + logo design
PHASE 2 - DATA COLLECTION (WEEK 2-3) - October 4-14
Assignment 2: Site Study + Contextual Analysis
documentation of the context / surrounding built and natural environment / topography /
pedestrian-vehicular traffic / landscape-green areas / land-use pattern / user profile
Assignment 3: Case Studies + Text Readings
Text Readings on:
Modern Collective Housing: Siedlung & Garden City / Urban Transformation Projects &
Implementations: TOKİ case
October 4  Discussion: Text Readings + Site Visit
October 7  Submission: Case Studies
October 11  Discussion: How to present and visualize spatial data
Table discussions with the firms
October 14 Submission: Site Study + Contextual Analysis
PHASE 3 / STRATEGY & PROGRAM DESIGN (WEEK 4-6) - October 18-November 4
Assignment 4: Development of Design Strategy  SITE PLAN DECISIONS
Assignment 5: SCALE: from ROOM to HOUSE to CITY to HOUSE to ROOM
Assignment 5.1: Development of Program  SCENARIO DESIGN
Organization of everyday life practice / designing patterns of habitation and dwelling
October 18 Submission: 1/500 SITE MODEL
Discussions on related issues:
community improvement; urban neighborhood (as a cultural-social hub); urban
transformation; urban regeneration; urban renewal; gentrification; dwelling; habitation;
parcel arrangement; mass production; standardization; apartment buildings; 1+1, 2+1, 3+1
apartment units and etc.
FIRST JURY // November 4, 2016 @9.00
PHASE 4 / DESIGN DEVELOPMENT (WEEK 7-14) - November 7-December 30
Reconsider patterns of housing as to enhance community integration and social interaction / Rethink
forms and spaces of urban dwelling as to link domesticity and urbanism together / Speculate, invent
and design new possibilities that can reintroduce the existing housing-residential fabric as an urban
space promoting better living conditions for the community life.
SECOND JURY // November 29, 2016 @9.00
THIRD JURY // December 20, 2016 @9.00
FINAL JURY // January 6, 2017 @9.00

